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March 10, 2021 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the North Shore Water Reclamation District held 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 9:30 A.M.  Governor Pritzker has issued a disaster declaration for the State of Illinois 

related to COVID-19.  In accordance with that declaration’s requirement to practice social distancing and limit person 

to person contact to contain the spread of COVID-19, the North Shore Water Reclamation District President has 

determined that due to the number of participants involved in the regular meeting and the limitations of the location 

at which the regular meeting is held, that it is not practical or prudent to convene an in-person meeting of the Board 

of Trustees and that the meeting shall be held remotely pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  The 

March 10, 2021 regular meeting of the North Shore Water Reclamation District shall be held remotely via 

teleconference so that the participants and attendees may comply with public health directives including social 

distancing and shelter in place.  In accordance with the Illinois Open Meeting Act, 48 hours’ notice that the meeting 

is to be held remotely pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Act, via teleconference, has been provided to each member of 

the Board of Trustees, to each media outlet that has requested such meetings pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 2.02 

of the Act and has been posted on the North Shore Water Reclamation District’s website. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

On roll call, the following Trustees were present and each of their identities were confirmed: 

 

  Stephen J. Drew, President – present via teleconference 

  Rhoda A. Pierce, Vice President – present via teleconference 

  B. Sugar Young, Treasurer – present via teleconference 

Preston P. Carter – present in Board Room at Administration Building 

Thomas Swarthout – present via teleconference 

 

Staff members present via teleconference were Executive Director Dave Miller, Attorney Greg Jackson (present in 

Board room at Administration Building), Director of Engineering and Special Projects Steve Waters, Director of 

Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Chuck Bodden and Director of Technology Services Bill Jackewicz.  Also 

present, via teleconference were Jane Kaplan, Public Relations Consultant and John Norris, Government Affairs 

Representative.    

 

It was confirmed that each participating Board member can hear all discussions; and confirmed that members of the 

public present at the regular meeting location can hear all discussions and all votes of the members of the Board. 

 

There was no Public Comment. 

 

President Drew presented the Consent Agenda as follows: 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on February 10, 2021. 

B. Consideration of Bills. 

  Wastewater Treatment Fund  $1,357,533.30 

  Check No. 189411 through 189616.  

 C. Financial Report, January 2021. 

1. IEPA State Revolving Fund Loan Summary. 

D. Community Reinvestment Act – Fair Lending Evaluations & Violations. 

 E. Construction Change Orders. 

  1. C.O. No. 2, 36” Drain Line Cleaning Project at the Gurnee WRF, Innovative Pipeline Systems, 

 LLC. 

  2. C.O. No. 2, Skokie Sewer Improvements – MH D2D-30 to MH D2D-30.2 IHC Construction 

 Companies, Inc. 

 F. Authorize Payroll and Finance Department to issue District checks to meet expenses where necessary 

for payroll and to avoid interest and/or penalties before the next Board Meeting. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

There was no President Report. 

 

There was no Trustee Report. 
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Executive Director Miller presented the Management Report as follows: 

 

A. Coronavirus Response Update. 

 

Executive Director Miller reported that a federal relief bill has been introduced which may impact the District and 

contains paid leave benefits but he’s not certain if this bill will include local governments.  The District will comply 

with whatever paid leave benefits the Act may require.  Executive Director Miller stated there was an incident at one 

of the plants where an employee was not wearing a mask when working in close proximity with another employee 

The District advised all employees that wearing masks would be enforced and will not tolerate violations of employees 

not protecting the health and safety of themselves and others.  This was an isolated incident and there have been no 

others incidents since.  Executive Director Miller then commented that vaccines will better protect everyone and the 

District has provided leave time for employees to go and get vaccinated during working hours.  Trustee Swarthout 

asked if the District has a policy in place if an employee chooses not to be vaccinated?  Executive Director Miller 

stated that based on current guidance, the District cannot require an employee to be vaccinated.   Executive Director 

Miller stated that Illinois Department of Labor guidelines allow the District to restrict the unvaccinated employee from 

showing up for work but cannot discipline or take other adverse action against the employee and the unvaccinated 

employee’s leave would likely need to be paid.  Executive Director Miller stated the District continues to monitor 

applicable guidelines and encourages employees to protect themselves and co-workers by getting vaccinated. 

 

1. GT Molecular Material Transfer Agreement 

 

Executive Director Miller stated that Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters would give this report.  

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that the Department of Health and Human Services along 

with the CDC are conducting a monitoring program of wastewater for signs of COVID.   The program is a 12-week 

study with 2 samples taken per week for each of the District’s three WRF facilities.  These samples will be sent to the 

University of Arizona for analysis.    At the end of the 12 weeks the District will receive the results and will share 

them with the Lake County Health Department.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters recommended 

Board approval of the GT Molecular Material Transfer Agreement.    

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve the GT Molecular Material Transfer 

Agreement. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

B. Project Update. 

1. S8B Interceptor Protection Project. 

 

Deputy Executive Director Miller presented the history of this project which began approximately 15 years ago as a 

cooperative project with the Corp. of Engineers and the District.  Negotiations began with the affected Property owners 

on an agreement for them to cover the incremental costs of their preferred design (Locally Preferred Plan – LPP) 

above the cost of the Army Corp. of Engineers (ACOE) design.  In 2011 the Locally Preferred Pan (LPP) was approved 

by the ACOE as an alternative.  ACOE estimated the construction costs of the LPP plan as 2.4 M.  The District’s share 

of construction was expected to be its 35% share of the NED design totaling $440,220.   The ACOE later withdrew 

from the project.  The District and homeowners continued to discuss cost sharing options and the District applied for 

and obtained all necessary permits.  The District hired Baird & Associates to finalize the conceptual designs and their 

construction cost estimate came in between 6.6 and 8.6 M which is way over the budgeted amount of 4.5 M.  Because 

of the high lake levels, the sheeting which was exposed is no longer visible and it would not be a good time to pursue 

doing this project.  Trustee Drew noted that since it is not a threat to anyone at this time the District does not need to 

do anything at this time.  Trustee Swarthout asked if it is associated with a public beach.  Executive Director Miller 

stated no it is not associated with a public beach and that further north the District does have a sewer that runs along 

Lake Michigan.  He reported that in 2001 the District completed a rubble mound which involved the Corp. of 

Engineers which provided 65% of cost and the District provided 35% of the cost.  Executive Director Miller stated 

that his recommendation is to take a pause on this project with an option to revisit the project if circumstances and 

costs become more favorable. 

 

C. Des Plaines River Watershed Workgroup – Annual Membership Dues. 

 

Executive Director Miller stated the District has been actively involved in the Des Plaines River Watershed 

Workgroup (DRWW), since its inception and is its largest member.  Executive Director Miller also noted that 
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watershed-based nutrient assessment reduction plans (NARPs) are now a permit condition for the Gurnee and 

Waukegan WRFs and the DRWW is in the process of completing a NARP.  Executive Director Miller stated the 

District’s 2021 DRWW dues are $93,473.12 up 12.4% from last year due to the additional cost requirements of the 

NARP program and asked for Board approval, noting that membership and active participation in these watershed 

workgroups is a very worthwhile effort.  Trustee Drew commented that since the District is one of the largest members 

they are able to make a lot of the decisions of the DRWW workgroup which is important and Trustee Swarthout agreed 

that he supports this fully.  

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve the Des Plaines River Watershed 

Workgroup Annual Membership Dues in the amount of $93,473.12. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

B. North Branch Chicago River Watershed Workgroup – Annual Membership Dues. 

 

Executive Director Miller stated the North Branch Chicago River Watershed Workgroup (NBWW) relates to the 

Clavey Road WRF and is very much the same concept as the DRWW and also incorporates the NARP plan.  Executive 

Director Miller stated the District’s 2021 NBWW dues are $35,817.00 and asked for Board approval, again noting the 

benefits of membership and active participation in these watershed workgroups.  Trustee Pierce asked why these 

membership dues did not increase from the previous year with the inclusion of the NARP program.  Executive Director 

Miller responded that the NBWW was approximately a year behind and has not started the inclusion of the NARP 

plan yet. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve the North Branch Chicago River 

Watershed Workgroup Annual Membership Dues in the amount of $35,817.00. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

There was no Administration Division Report. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters presented the Engineering Division Report as follows: 

 

A. Construction Change Orders. 

1. C.O. No. 1, Headhouse Piping and Containment – Clavey Road WRF, MAG Construction 

Company. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that Change Order No. 1 is for an increase in the amount of 

$12,890.00.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated this Change Order consists of three items.  

The first is to remove the loose concrete in the containment area and replace and use a protective coating which will 

adhere better.  The second item is to remove the loose concrete around base of two columns in the basement and 

replace and the third item is to install a 24” diameter sump in the north containment area which was missed in the 

original assessment.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Water stated that the total cost of these items is 

$12,890.00 and asked for board approval.  Trustee Carter asked if these sumps require ladders to which Director of 

Engineering and Special Projects Waters replied no. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve C.O. No. 1, Headhouse Piping and 

Containment – Clavey Road WRF, MAG Construction Company in the amount of $12,890.00. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

2. C.O. No. 1, Clarifier Collection System Replacement and Concrete Repairs at the Waukegan WRF, 

Keno & Sons Construction Company. 

 

Trustee Carter stated he would like to Table this Change Order until the next meeting.  Trustee Carter stated that 

Executive Director Miller, Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters and himself had discussed and would 

like to get some questions answered before deciding on this item. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to table C.O. No. 1, Clarifier Collection System 

Replacement and Concrete Repairs at the Waukegan WRF, Keno & Sons Construction Company. 
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On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden presented the Laboratory and Environmental 

Compliance Division Report. 

 

A. Current Status of Significant Industrial Wastewater Violation(s) in the Service Area of the NSWRD. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden updated the Board on the Commercial and Industrial 

User Population Equivalent (PE) Audits noting that the Popcorn Factory PE status has been reviewed and remains PE 

deficient which will require them to purchase additional PE.  The Speedy Car Wash has been also re-evaluated for 

their PE status.  Trustee Pierce inquired why Medline – Waukegan was still listed on the PE audit update when a 

reduction plan had been submitted in March, 2020 and wanted to know if the PE status was evaluated monthly, 

quarterly or yearly.  Executive Director Miller stated that there are many benefits of the audit program which allows 

these industries to reduce their wastewater flows and/or loadings to reduce their PE requirement.  There are many 

reasons why an industry will have high flows and it can take some time to see evidence that reductions have been 

sustained.   It has been a successful and beneficial program.  Lastly, Trustee Pierce noted that on the attached report 

that the description under Pfanstiehl which reads 3Q2022 should be separated to better understand its meaning.  

Executive Director Miller stated that it is an abbreviation for 3rd Quarter 2022.  

  

B. Phosphorus Permit Limit Progress Update. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden noted that the Gurnee WRF has ran trials over the 

past month and a short summary and graph are included within the board packet.  As mentioned last month the recent 

NPDES permits contain a monthly average phosphorus limit of 1.0 mg/L for all three treatment facilities with Clavey 

Road WRF limit effective first on February 1, 2022.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden 

stated he would continue to update the board on the progress of achieving this phosphorus limit. 

   

1. Phosphorus Discharge Optimization Plan & Phosphorus Removal Feasibility Study. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated that along with this Phosphorus Permit Limit 

issue the new NPDES permits include two special conditions requiring submission of a Phosphorus Discharge 

Optimization Plan and a Phosphorous Removal Feasibility Study to the IEPA within 18 months from the effective 

dates of the permits.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated that Donohue & 

Associates completed much of the work required for these report several years back when the District became aware 

of the language as identified in the early draft permits.  The contract with Donohue is still open with approximately 

$15,000 remaining for this work.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated that Donohue 

is familiar with this work, has been involved throughout the planning, design and construction of the Aeration 

Improvements project and will complete the work on their contract in the not to exceed amount of $15,000.00.  This 

item requires no action but an update for the Board. 

 

Lastly, Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden wanted to recognize Bob Cade an 

Environmental Analyst in the Laboratory on achieving 30 years of service to the District on Thursday, March 11, 2021 

and congratulated him.  The Board all sent congratulatory wishes to Mr. Cade on his 30 years of service to the District. 

 

There was no Operations Division Report. 

 

Executive Director Miller noted that Director of Operations Filipovich has been out for some time and that the latest 

report received was positive with an anticipated return soon. 

 

Director of Technology Jackewicz presented the Technology Division Report.  

  

A. Bid Summary 

1. Supply & Delivery of Desktop & Laptop Computers. 

 

Director of Technology Services Jackewicz stated that in October the revised capital project 21R18 was approved for the 

purchase of new desktop and laptop computers to update the District’s current system from Windows 7 to Windows 10.  

Director of Technology Services stated a bid was put together and Dell Marketing LP is the lowest responsive and 

responsible bidder meeting bid specifications in the amount of $73,652.20.  Director of Technology Services Jackewicz 

stated Dell Marketing LP is a current vendor and has provided the District with quality items and recommends approval.  

 



  Minutes 03-10-21 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to approve the Supply & Delivery of Desktop 

and Laptop Computers to Dell Marketing LP in the amount of $73,652.20 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

B. Bid Waiver Request. 

1. BW-265 Oracle Database Annual Support & License. 

 

Director of Technology Services Jackewicz stated that BW-265 is to renew the license and support services for the 

Oracle database software that is used for the Plant process data warehouse, Maintenance, Laboratory and Fixed Assets 

systems.  Oracle is the sole source of support services for this software.  Director of Technology Services Jackewicz 

stated that the annual cost of this contract is $46,912.92 and asked for Board approval. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve Bid Waiver, BW-265, Oracle Database 

Annual Support & License in the amount of $46,912.92. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 5 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

There was no Attorney Report. 

 

President Drew presented Other Business as follows: 

 

A. Legislative Report. 

 

John Norris, the District’s Government Affairs Representative stated he continues to monitor bills active in Springfield 

that would affect the District.  Mr. Norris then updated the Board and Staff on the following bills. 

 

➢ The “Wipes Labeling Act” proposal of IAWA that has been introduced in 2021 as 102 G.A.  SB 294 (Sen. 

 Cristina Castro) and assigned to the Commerce Committee on 2/24. A bill dealing with nonwoven disposable 

 products was introduced 2-19-2021 as HB 2897 by Rep. Daniel Didech amending the Consumer Fraud and 

 Deceptive Practices Act, and the Rep. will probably defer to SB 294. Mike Grady informed JKN his “interest 

 was based on a local sewer system that had an unfortunate and costly problem due to people flushing wipes 

 incorrectly labeled as flushable.” The bill was assigned to the Consumer Protection Committee on 3/9  and set 

 for hearing 3/15. 

➢ Former 101 G.A. HB 5853 now reintroduced as 102 G.A. HB 453 (Rep. Davis) and also HB 1723 for 

 publishing vendor information on whether a vendor or subcontractor is a minority-owned, women-owned, or 

 veteran-owned business or whether the vendor or subcontractor is a small business. Assigned to Economic 

 Opportunity & Equity Committee on 3/2. 

➢ Former 101 G.A. HB 5855 (Rep. Buckner) involving the “Chicago” Metropolitan Water Reclamation District in 

 voluntary annexation procedures. 

➢ HB 162 (Rep. Keicher) Creates the Decennial Committees on Local Government Consolidation and Efficiency 

 Act. Provides that within one year after the effective date of the Act and at least once every 10 years thereafter, 

 each unit of local government (except municipalities and counties) must form a committee to: study local 

 efficiencies, including an analysis of whether to consolidate with another governmental unit, municipality, or 

 county; and create a report with recommendations regarding efficiencies, increased accountability, and 

 consolidation. Provides that the duties of the committee include, but are not limited to, the study of the unit of 

 local government's governing statutes, ordinances, rules, procedures, powers, jurisdiction, shared services, 

 intergovernmental agreements, and interrelationships with other units of local government and the State. On 

 2/23 the bill was assigned to Counties & Township Committee and passed out of Committee 11-0 on 3/5. On 

 3/9 placed on the Calendar 2nd Reading, Short Debate. 

➢ HB 315 (Rep. Anthony Deluca, Chair of Cities & Villages) Amends Illinois Income Tax Act provides that 

 from February 1, 2022 through January 31, 2023.  February 1, 2025 the amount transferred from the General 

 Revenue Fund to the Local Government Distributive Fund shall be: (i) 8.5%, 9%, 9.5% and 10% of the net 

 revenue realized from the tax imposed on individuals, trusts, and estates, and (ii) 9.355%, 9.57%, 9.785%, 

 and 10% of the net revenue realized from corporations. On 3/2 assigned to Revenue and Finance Committee. 

 Hearing set  3/11 at 2:00. 

➢ HB 414 (Rep. LaToya Greenwood) creating the Water & Sewer Financial Assistance Act. The subject matter is 

 currently being pursued on the federal level. On 3/2 assigned to Public Utilities Committee. Set for hearing 3/15 

 at 12:00. 

➢ HB 688 (Rep. Deanne Mazzochi) the “Save Graue Mill bill” that IAWA has requested its members become 
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 involved with. State Government Administration Committee hearing set March 10 at 1:00. 

➢ HB 3339 (Rep. Brad Halbrook) a bill to remove Trustee Insurance Benefits by amending 70 ILCS2805-4.1 

 (introduced 2-22-2021).  In Rules Committee since introduction. 

 
Executive Director Miller stated that HB 3339 applies to sanitary districts created under the 1936 Act and would not 

affect North Shore Water Reclamation District. 

 
President Drew thanked Mr. Norris for his report. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board.  

 

It was moved by Trustee Carter and seconded by Trustee Swarthout to end the Meeting.  

 

On roll call, the vote was 5-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

The meeting was then adjourned until the next regular meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 9:30 A.M. 

at the District Office of the Raymond E. Anderson Complex located in Gurnee, Illinois. 

 

 

 

         _________________________ 

                     PRESIDENT  

____________________________ 

             SECRETARY 


